Natural Resource Special Exception Question and Answer Form

Section 1: Per Section 15-9.0110, Applications for a Special Exception to stream, shore
buffer, navigable water-related, wetland, wetland buffer, and wetland setback provisions,
and for improvements or enhancements to a natural resource feature of this Ordinance
shall include the following:

A. Name and address of the applicant and all abutting and opposite property owners of records.
(Please attach supplemental documents as necessary)

B. Plat of survey. Plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor showing all of the
information required under §15-9.0102 of this Ordinance for a Zoning Compliance Permit.
(Please attach)

C. Questions to be answered by the applicant. Items on the application to be provided in writing
by the applicant shall include the following:

1. Indication of the section(s) of the UDO for which a Special Exception is requested.

2. Statement regarding the Special Exception requested, giving distances and dimensions
where appropriate.

3. Statement of the reason(s) for the request.

4. Statement of the reasons why the particular request is an appropriate case for a Special
Exception, together with any proposed conditions or safeguards, and the reasons why the
proposed Special Exception is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the
Ordinance. In addition, the statement shall address any exceptional, extraordinary, or
unusual circumstances or conditions applying to the lot or parcel, structure, use, or
intended use that do not apply generally to other properties or uses in the same district,
including a practicable alternative analysis as follows:
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a. Background and Purpose of the Project.

1

ii.

iii.

Describe the project and its purpose in detail. Include any pertinent
construction plans.

State whether the project is an expansion of an existing work or new
construction.

State why the project must be located in or adjacent to the stream or
other navigable water, shore buffer, wetland, wetland buffer, and/or
wetland setback to achieve its purpose.

b. Possible Alternatives.

i

ii.

iii.

State all of the possible ways the project may proceed without affecting
the stream or other navigable water, shore buffer, wetland, wetland
buffer, and/or wetland setback as proposed.

State how the project may be redesigned for the site without affecting the
stream or other navigable water, shore buffer, wetland, wetland buffer,
and/or wetland setback.

State how the project may be made smaller while still meeting the
project’s needs.
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iv.

vi.

State what geographic areas were searched for alternative sites.

State whether there are other, non-stream, or other non-navigable water,
non-shore buffer, non-wetland, non-wetland buffer, and/or non-wetland
setback sites available for development in the area.

State what will occur if the project does not proceed.

¢. Comparison of Alternatives.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

State the specific costs of each of the possible alternatives set forth under
sub.2., above as compared to the original proposal and consider and
document the cost of the resource loss to the community.

State any logistical reasons limiting any of the possible alternatives set
forth under sub. 2., above.

State any technological reasons limiting any of the possible alternatives
set forth under sub. 2., above.

State any other reasons limiting any of the possible alternatives set forth
under sub. 2., above.
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d. Choice of Project Plan. State why the project should proceed instead of any of
the possible alternatives listed under sub.2., above, which would avoid stream or
other navigable water, shore buffer, wetland, wetland buffer, and/or wetland
setback impacts.

e. Stream or Other Navigable Water, Shore Buffer, Wetland, Wetland Buffer, and
Wetland Setback Description. Describe in detail the stream or other navigable
water shore buffer, wetland, wetland buffer, and/or wetland setback at the site
which will be affected, including the topography, plants, wildlife, hydrology,
soils and any other salient information pertaining to the stream or other navigable
water, shore buffer, wetland, wetland buffer, and/or wetland setback.

f. Stream or Other Navigable Water, Shore Buffer, Wetland, Wetland Buffer, and
Wetland Setback Impacts. Describe in detail any impacts to the above functional
values of the stream or other navigable water, shore buffer, wetland, wetland
buffer, and/or wetland setback:

i. Diversity of flora including State and/or Federal designated threatened
and/or endangered species.

ii. Storm and flood water storage.

iii. Hydrologic functions.
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iv. Water quality protection including filtration and storage of sediments,

vi.

vii.

viil.

iX.

X.

nutrients or toxic substances.

Shoreline protection against erosion.

Habitat for aquatic organisms.

Habitat for wildlife.

Human use functional value.

Groundwater recharge/discharge protection.

Aesthetic appeal, recreation, education, and science value.
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xi. Specify any State or Federal designated threatened or endangered species
or species of special concern.

xii. Existence within a Shoreland.

xiii. Existence within a Primary or Secondary Environmental Corridor or
within an Isolated Natural Area, as those areas are defined and currently
mapped by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
from time to time.

g, Water Quality Protection. Describe how the project protects the public interest in
the waters of the State of Wisconsin.

5. Date of any previous application or request for a Special Exception and the disposition of
that previous application or request (if any).

D. Copies of all necessary governmental agency permits for the project or a written statement as
to the status of any application for each such permit. (Please attach accordingly)

Section 2: Staff recommends providing statements to the following findings that will be
considered by the Common Council in determining whether to grant or deny a Special
Exception to the stream, shore buffer, navigable water-related, wetland, wetland buffer and
wetland setback regulations of this Ordinance and for improvements or enhancements to a
natural resource feature, per Section 15-10.0208B.2. of the Unified Development Ordinance.
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a. That the condition(s) giving rise to the request for a Special Exception were not self-
imposed by the applicant (this subsection a. does not apply to an application to improve
or enhance a natural resource feature):

b. Compliance with the stream, shore buffer, navigable water-related, wetland, wetland
buffer, and wetland setback requirement will:

i.  be unreasonably burdensome to the applicants and that there are no reasonable
practicable alternatives:

, OF

ii.  unreasonably and negatively impact upon the applicants’ use of the property and
that there are no reasonable practicable alternatives:

c. The Special Exception, including any conditions imposed under this Section will:
i. be consistent with the existing character of the neighborhood:

- and

ii.  not effectively undermine the ability to apply or enforce the requirement with
respect to other properties:

s and

iii.  be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the provisions of this
Ordinance proscribing the requirement:
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;and

iv.  preserve or enhance the functional values of the stream or other navigable water,
shore buffer, wetland, wetland buffer, and/or wetland setback in co-existence
with the development (this finding only applying to an application to improve or
enhance a natural resource feature):

d. In making its determinations, the Common Council shall consider factors such as:
i.  Characteristics of the real property, including, but not limited to, relative
placement of improvements thereon with respect to property boundaries or
otherwise applicable setbacks:

ii.  Any exceptional, extraordinary, or unusual circumstances or conditions applying
to the lot or parcel, structure, use, or intended use that do not apply generally to
other properties or uses in the same district:

iii.  Existing and future uses of property; useful life of improvements at issue;
disability of an occupant:

1v. Aesthetics:

v. Degree of noncompliance with the requirement allowed by the Special
Exception:
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vi.  Proximity to and character of surrounding property:

vii.  Zoning of the area in which property is located and neighboring area:

viii.  Any negative affect upon adjoining property:

ix.  Natural features of the property:

X.  Environmental impacts:

City of Franklin Natural Resource Special Exception Question & Answer Form

Page |9




