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      C I T Y  O F  F R A N K L I N       
REPORT TO THE PLAN COMMISSION 

 

Meeting of August 6, 2015 
 

Landscape Plan 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  City Development Staff recommends approval of the Landscape 
Plan, subject to a two year maintenance plan and consideration of any comments provided by the 
Alderperson and neighbor to the east. 
 

Project Name:  Landscape Plan for Pleasant View Elementary School 

Project Location:  4601 West Marquette Avenue 
Applicant:  Franklin School District #5 

Existing Zoning:  I-1 Institutional District 

Use of Surrounding Properties:  Single-family residential to the north, east and west and 
Pleasant View Neighborhood Park to the south 

2025 Comprehensive Plan: Institutional  

Applicant Action Requested: Recommendation to the Common Council for approval of 
the proposed Landscape Plan 

              
 

INTRODUCTION: 
The Plan Commission and Common Council recently approved a Natural Resource Special 
Exception request submitted by Franklin Public Schools to allow for paving within 1,160 square 
feet of the 50-foot Wetland Setback on the Pleasant View Elementary School property for the 
expansion of an asphalt pavement area behind the school.  
 
The approval was granted with the condition that the applicant shall submit a Landscape Plan, 
for Plan Commission and Common Council approval, that illustrates and identifies the amount, 
type, and location of proposed plantings prior to commencement of work. The approval also 
contained the conditions below relating to landscaping. 
 

• that the applicant shall establish and maintain 1,160 square feet (an area equal to the 
amount of loss of wetland setback) of appropriate native plantings within the wetland 
buffer and/or setback adjacent to the area of encroachment to compensate for the wetland 
setback loss, within one year of approval of this Natural Resource Special Exception 
 

• that the applicant coordinate the mitigation plan with the Alderperson and neighbor to the 
east as recommended by the Plan Commission 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 

The attached Landscape Plan includes a 1,160 square foot landscaped area adjacent to Wetland 
No. 3, the larger wetland onsite, and an existing wood fence. The plan consists of 19 Northwind 
Switch Grass plantings as well as Cardinal Flower, Sneezeweed and New England Aster plugs. 

Item D.2. 
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Staff suggested that the planting area be moved further northwest, along the edge of the wetland 
(within the wetland buffer), to be directly adjacent to the wetland setback area that is being 
disturbed.  
  
At the time of this staff report, the applicant was still attempting to contact the Alderperson of 
the district and the neighbor to the east to receive their input. It is anticipated that those 
comments will be received prior to Plan Commission and staff and the applicant will present any 
revisions from those conversations at the August 6th Plan Commission meeting. Staff anticipates 
that any modifications will likely be minor; however, if more significant revisions occur the Plan 
Commission may choose to table the item for further consideration.  
 
CONCLUSION: 
 

City Development Staff recommends approval of the Landscape Plan, subject to a two year 
maintenance plan and consideration of any comments provided by the Alderperson and neighbor 
to the east.  



Planning Department 
(414) 425-4024

4601 West Marquette Avenue
TKN 788-9980-000
Pleasant View Elementary School

This map shows the approximate relative location of property
boundaries but was not prepared by a professional land surveyor.
This map is provided for informational purposes only
and may not be sufficient or appropriate for legal, engineering,
or surveying purposes.
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