
Planning Department Annual Report: 2012 Page 1 

 

 
Planning Department  
Annual Report: 2012 

 
 

Prepared for:   
 Mayor Thomas M. Taylor 
 City of Franklin Common Council 
 

Prepared by:  
City of Franklin Planning Department 

 

 
City of Franklin Vision Statement:  The City of Franklin’s vision is to enhance the quality 
of life for present and future generations by providing economic growth through the 
highest quality of residential, recreational, and business development in Southeastern 
Wisconsin.  (Adopted by the Common Council April 25, 2009, and included by reference 
in the City of Franklin 2025 Comprehensive Master Plan) 

 
 
City of Franklin 70/30 Goal:  That it remain a goal of the Common Council to obtain the 
70/30 ratio of residential to commercial assessed valuation.  (Motion passed by the 
Common Council June 29, 2005, and included by reference in the City of Franklin 2025 
Comprehensive Master Plan) 

 
 

City of Franklin 2025 Comprehensive Master Plan:  Franklin’s prominent location 
adjacent to the Milwaukee – Chicago corridor, as well as the availability of vacant and 
developable land, makes the City a very attractive, high quality area for business 
opportunities.  (Excerpt from Chapter 4: Economic Development) 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Franklin’s Planning Department oversees planning and zoning activities and is responsible for 
the administration of the Unified Development Ordinance and implementation of the Comprehensive 
Master Plan.  The Department’s role includes the dissemination of this information to the public and 
coordination with other City departments, boards, commissions, public officials, and applicants to 
ensure the timely review of projects. 
 
Specifically, the Planning Department is responsible for providing planning, zoning, and development-
related support to the Mayor and Common Council and primary staff support to the Plan Commission, 
the Board of Zoning and Building Appeals, the Environmental Commission, the Franklin Complete Streets 
& Connectivity Committee, the Quarry Monitoring Committee, and the Parks Commission.  The 
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Department also provides assistance to the City Attorney’s Office for the Community Development 
Authority and the Forward Franklin Economic Development Committee. 
 
It can be noted that much of the Planning Department’s activities result in ordinances and/or 
resolutions that are adopted by the Common Council and are incorporated into the City’s rules and 
regulations.  For instance, in 2012, 55 percent of the ordinances adopted by the Common Council were 
researched/prepared by the Department (19 of 34), and 25 percent of the resolutions approved by the 
Common Council were researched/prepared by the Department (21 of 81). 
 
It can be noted that in 2012, the projects reviewed by the Planning Department had an estimated 
combined building construction value of about $26.8 million.  This compares to about $18.7 million of 
development proposed in 2011, $23.5 million in 2010, about $13.0 million in 2009, and about $27.4 
million in 2008.  The 4 projects which comprise the majority of the $26.8 million value in 2012 are noted 
throughout this report. 
 
This report provides a summary of the Planning Department’s activities during 2012 related to the 
review of permits and applications, special projects, and community growth issues.  To put the activity in 
some perspective, the report also contains information from previous years. 
 
 

ZONING AND LAND DIVISION ACTIVITIES 
 
While Site Plan, Rezoning, and Special Use applications were as usual at the forefront of Department 
reviews in 2012, the number of such applications still remained below historic (pre-2007 recession) 
levels.  Subdivision Plat and Certified Survey Map application reviews continue to be significantly below 
historic levels.   

Figure 1 
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Site Plans 
 
The minor site plan amendment process to allow for administrative (Planning Manager) approval of 
eligible minor changes to an approved Site Plan, approved via Ordinance No. 2010-2022, resulted in 18 
applications in 2012 (a significant increase from the previous year). 
 
Site Plan and Site Plan Amendments that were heard at a Board or Commission included nine in 2012 (a 
slight increase from the previous year but less than the past few years).   
 
A notable project in 2012 included: 
 

• S & C Electric added 42,162 
square feet to their 
existing business at 5251 
South Franklin Drive for a 
development cost of 
approximately 
$3,200,000. 

S & C Electric ~ Building Addition 
Franklin Business Park ~ West Franklin Drive 

 

Special Uses 
 
The number of Special Use and Special Use amendments applied for in 2012 totaled eleven (a decrease 
from last year but consistent with the past few years).   
 
Notable projects reviewed in 2012 included: 

• Integrated Aquaponics, for the development of an Indoor Controlled Environment Aquaponic 
Agriculture System Business located at 3617 West Elm Road.  Not yet constructed. 

 
• Grass Unlimited, Inc., d/b/a/ Nature's Nook, for approval to host an annual weekly Farmer's 

Market on Saturdays, June through October, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for property located at 
9801 South 27th Street. 

 
• Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare-Franklin, Inc., for a new 64,086 square foot professional 

medical office building located at 9969 South 27th Street.   
Development Cost Estimate: $11,000,000.   

 
 
 

Professional Medical Office Building 
Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare-Franklin 

South 27th Street 
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Two notable projects that will be reviewed in 2013 include: 

• Forestview LLC, for approval for a 42 unit apartment community development (previously 
approved as a condominium development but never constructed) located at South 60th Street 
north of West Ryan Road. 

 
• Kwik Trip, Inc., for a 3100 s.f. convenience 

store, gasoline service station and carwash 
located at approximately 10750 West 
Speedway Drive, Development Cost 
Estimate: $4,000,000. 

 
 

Kwik Trip, Inc.  
West Speedway Drive 

 
 
Rezoning 
 
Requests for property rezoning increased in 2012 with a total of 7 requests and which included the 
creation of two new Planned Development Districts.  This also included one rezoning request that was 
tabled pending further review and has not been brought forward, and another request that was 
withdrawn by the applicant.  Approved rezoning requests consist of: 
 

• 5C Investments LLC requested rezoning of a part of the property located at approximately 4416 
West Oakwood Road from R-2 Estate Single-Family Residence District to Planned Development 
District No. 18 (Franklin Business Park). (Following approval of a land swap with Nicholas and 
June Mazos for redevelopment of the Baptista's site.) 
 

• Nicholas Mazos and June Mazos, requested rezoning of a part of the property located at 4625 
West Oakwood Road, from Planned Development District No. 18 (Franklin Business Park) to R-2 
Estate Single-Family Residence District. 

 
• Holterman Family Trust recently applied to reconfigure 2 parcels located at 8032 and 8182 West 

Oakwood Road via a 3 parcel Certified Survey Map and to rezone the smaller parcels to A-1 
Agricultural District and maintain the larger parcel in the A-2 Prime Agricultural District.  (These 
applications will be heard in early 2013.) 

 
• Meijer Grocery and Department Store was approved for development as Planned Development 

District No. 36 (Meijer Grocery and Department Store Development) and rezoned property from 
B-3 Community Business District, Planned Development District No. 31 (Foresthill 
Highlands/United Financial Group, Inc.) and FW Floodway District to Planned Development 
District No. 36 and FW Floodway District for property located at the eastern corner of West 
Loomis Road and West St. Martins Road (STH 100). 
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• Rock Sports Complex, LLC was approved for 

development as Planned Development 
District No. 37 (The Rock Sports Complex) 
and rezoned property from A-1 Agricultural 
District, R-2 Estate Single-Family Residence 
District and FW Floodway District to Planned 
Development District No. 37 and FW Floodway District for property located northwest of the 
corner of West Loomis Road and West Rawson Avenue.  Development Cost Estimate:  
$3,000,000. 

 
Seven requests for amendments to Planned Development Districts were submitted in 2012 (more than 
previous years), presented to the Plan Commission, and were approved by the Common Council.  These 
consist of: 
 

• Gordon Food Service Marketplace Realty Five, LLC, received approval to amend Planned 
Development District No. 10 (Riverwood Village-Paul Bouraxis Development) to authorize an 
increase in signage area for the Gordon Food Service Marketplace store and future retail 
building development at 6919 South 27th Street.  Sign Valuation:  $49,600. 
 
Gordon Food Service Marketplace Realty Five, LLC, received approval early January 2012 to 
develop a Marketplace retail store and held its Grand Opening Ceremony October 15, 2012.  
Development Cost Estimate:  $772,500. 

 
• 5C Investments LLC, requested to amend Planned Development District No. 18 (Franklin 

Business Park) to allow a land exchange with an adjoining residential property (located at 4416 
West Oakwood Road) to accommodate a parking lot expansion for Baptista's Bakery, Inc. 
located at 4625 West Oakwood Park Drive.  

 
• Franklin Senior Housing, Inc. received 

approval to amend Planned Development 
District No. 22 (Clare Meadows), property 
located at 7704 South 51st Street, to amend 
the 2011 approval to allow a three story 30 
unit senior independent living apartment 
building.  Development Cost Estimate: 
$1,500,000. 

 
• Franklin Senior Housing, Inc. received further approval to amend Planned Development District 

No. 22 (Clare Meadows), property located at 7704 South 51st Street, to make technical changes 
required by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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• David W. Behrens, Principal of GreenbergFarrow Architecture, Inc., and representing Meijer 
Grocery and Department Stores, received approval to amend Planned Development District No. 
31 (Foresthill Highlands/United Financial Group, Inc.) to allow for removal of a parcel of land for 
its potential use in an adjoining property development, at the eastern corner of West Loomis 
Road and West St. Martins Road. 
 

• United Financial Group, Inc. received approval to amend Planned Development District No. 31 
(Foresthill Highlands/United Financial Group, Inc.) to revise a portion of a previously approved 
senior housing development into a combination market rate and senior housing apartment 
development on a parcel located north of West Puetz Road at approximately 9200 West. 
 

• Scrub Plus RA, LLC received approval to 
amend Planned Development District No. 34 
(Hampton Inn and Suites Plus Mixed Use 
Commercial) to authorize redevelopment of 
the existing commercial car care center 
located at 7700 West Rawson Avenue. 
Development Cost Estimate:  $175,000. 

 
 
Additionally, the approval of the senior and market rate development of Foresthill Highlands required 
review and approval of a Natural Resource Special Exception by the Common Council.   
 
 
Certified Survey Map, Land Combination and Subdivision Plat Activity 
 
 
The number of applications for land division via Certified Survey Map and Land Combinations of existing 
lots were similar to the past few years.  Five Certified Survey Map applications and three Land 
Combination requests were received in 2012.  Two of the Certified Survey Map applications created 2 
new lots (one residential and one commercial), one Certified Survey Map application is a re-division of 
existing commercial lots, two Certified Survey Maps involved the combination of lots into one lot (one 
residential parcel and one request combined 8 commercial lots into one commercial development 
parcel of 29.48 acres).   A request for a land swap for the redevelopment of the Baptista's site in the 
Franklin Business Park generated two applications for Land Combination.  One request for re-approval of 
a Certified Survey Map enabled the commercial development to go forward with additional zoning 
approvals. 
 
The City received one request to condominiumize an existing two-family residential property. 

• Avita Real Estate Solutions LLC located at 8977-8979 South Cordgrass Circle West. 
 
No new applications were submitted in 2012 for subdivision plats, continuing a trend which had begun 
in 2009. 



Planning Department Annual Report: 2012 Page 7 

Board of Zoning & Building Appeals 
 
The number of applications to the Board of Zoning & Building Appeals in 2012 was slightly less than the 
number of requests in previous years (as shown in Figure 2); however, the complexity of the applicant 
requests increased. 

Figure 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications to the Board of Zoning and Building Appeals for 2012 included requests for the standard 
variances to setback or location requirements for accessory structures and building 
construction/additions, but also included requests for reduced maximum lot coverage, a height and size 
variance for accessory structure construction, and a business request for reduced parking lot setback 
and Landscape Surface ratio.  A request for an addition to a two-family building resulted in approval of 
an expansion of a non-conforming use/structure. 
 
 
Unified Development Ordinance Text Amendments 
 
Review and recommendation of text amendments to the Unified Development Ordinance are one of the 
specific tasks assigned to the Planning Department.  These are generally significant as they often reflect 
a revision of the parameters by which development may occur in Franklin.  Five applicant sponsored 
amendments were reviewed in 2012 (similar to recent years): 
 

Ordinance No. 2012-2074, to amend text at Table 15-3.0602 to add "Controlled Environment 
Agriculture" as a type of use and to allow such use as a Special Use in the RC-1 Conservation 
Residence District, A-1 Agricultural District and A-2 Prime Agricultural District (Scott Biller, Vice 
President of Integrated Aquaponics, Inc., Applicant). 

 
Ordinance No. 2012-2076, to amend text at Table 15-3.0603 Standard Industrial Classification 
Title No. 752 "Animal Specialty Services" to allow for such use as a Special Use in the B-4 South 
27th Street Mixed-Use Commercial District (Cloe M. Anton, d/b/a Top Dog Grooming & Daycare, 
Applicant). 

 
Board of Zoning & Building Appeals 

 

Year Total Applications 

2008 14 

2009 10 

2010 11 

2011 10 

2012 9 
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Ordinance No. 2012-2079, to amend text at Table 15-3.0603 Standard Industrial Classification 
Title Nos. 4731 Freight Transportation Arrangement, 8322 Individual and Family Services, 6411 
Insurance Agents, Brokers, & Service, 6512 Non-Residential Building Operators, 6519 Real 
Property Lessors, not elsewhere classified, 6531 Real Estate Agents and Managers and 6552 
Sub-Dividers and Developers, not elsewhere classified, to allow for such uses as a Permitted Use 
in the M-1 Limited Industrial District; and Standard Industrial Classification Title Nos. 1711 
Plumbing, Heating, Air-Conditioning, 1721 Painting and Paper Hanging, 1731 Electrical Work, 
1751 Carpentry Work, 1752 Floor Laying and Floor Work, not elsewhere classified, 1761 Roofing, 
Siding, and Sheet Metal Work and 782 lawn and Garden Services, to change in part such uses 
from a Special Use to a Permitted Use in the M-1 Limited Industrial District (Kendall G. Breunig, 
Applicant). 

 
Ordinance No. 2012-2084, to amend text at Section 15-3.0505A.2., to remove "PDD District" 
from the retail building size limit provisions (David W. Behrens, Principal of GreenbergFarrow 
Architecture Inc., Applicant). 

 
Ordinance No. 2012-2099, to amend text at Table 15-3.0603 Standard Industrial Classification 
Title No. 8641 "Civic, Social, and Fraternal Associations" to allow for such use as a Permitted Use 
in the B-4 South 27th Street Mixed-Use Commercial District (Lawrence D. Neldner, Trustee, 
South Shore Lodge #3 Free and Accepted Masons of Wisconsin, Applicant). 

 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Concept Reviews 
Slightly more than previous years, five Concept Reviews in 2012 were presented to the Common Council 
and one request was heard by the Plan Commission. 
 

• Residential lot division, 8260 South 116th Street, was presented to the Plan Commission. 

• Forest View, LLC, property located at South 60th Street north of West Ryan Road, to change a 
Special Use approval from residential condominium to apartment living units. 

• Meijer Department & Grocery Store proposal for retail building development on the property 
located at the intersection of West St. Martins Road and West Loomis Road. 

• Scrub Plus RA, LLC, redevelopment of the retail property located at 7700 West Rawson Avenue. 

• United Financial Group, Inc. presented a proposal for a mix of senior housing and market-rate 
residential townhome and apartment units for undeveloped land north of the 9200 block of 
West Puetz Road as part of the Foresthill Highlands development. 

• Kwik Trip, Inc., proposed a convenience store/gas dispensing facility with detached car wash for 
property located at approximately 10750 West Speedway Drive. 
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Development Review Team Meetings 
Slightly less than previous years, eight Development Review Team meetings were held in 2012.  These 
meetings, which include representatives from the property owner/developer and from the City 
departments that might be involved in review of a proposed project, are intended to provide an early 
opportunity for all affected parties to get together to discuss the technical aspects of a proposed 
project.  It is also intended that any major issues or opportunities identified at this meeting could then 
be addressed early in the project’s planning stages.   
 
 
Temporary Use 
Similar to previous years, application requests for Temporary Uses in 2012 were eleven.  Three of the 
proposals were reviewed by the Plan Commission. 
 

• Home Depot U.S.A., Inc., annual request for outdoor seasonal sales of plant goods and 
commodity bagged goods, upon property located at 6489 South 27th Street 6489 South 27th 
Street. 

• Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam returned in 2012 to the Milwaukee County Sports Complex 
located at 6000 West Ryan Road, with an overnight youth retreat. 

• The Holiday Craft & Gift Expo, requested by Torbenson Shows LLC, was held at the Milwaukee 
Sports Complex, 6000 West Ryan Road, during the Thanksgiving weekend. 

 
It is appropriate to note that several businesses requested Temporary Use approvals (required only Staff 
approvals) that have been, or are envisioned to be, annual events held in the Franklin area.  Of note: 
 

• Mulligan's Irish Pub & Grill, 8933 South 27th Street, continues annual and semi-annual St. 
Patrick's Day events. 

• Gus's Mexican Cantina, 6514 South Lovers Lane Road, sponsored a customer appreciation car 
show. 

• The Rock Sports Complex, LLC, hosted a Haunted Hill event at their new location at 7900 West 
Crystal Ridge Drive. 

 
 
Zoning Compliance Permit 
More than last year but similar to other previous years, Zoning Compliance permit requests were 44 in 
2012.  Notable examples for zoning compliance permits to locate within, relocate, or expand operations 
in existing commercial/retail sites included: 
 

• Cole Taylor Bank, 9809 South Franklin Drive, Suite 300, Loan Production Office, Tenant 
Alteration Cost Estimate:  $50,000. 

• Advanced Chemical Systems Inc., 9640 South 60th Street, a Wastewater Pretreatment 
Chemicals/Equipment/Processes Company, Building/Tenant Alteration Cost Estimate:  $210,000. 

• Mattress Firm, 7720 South Lovers Lane Road, Suite 200, Retail Mattress Store, Tenant Alteration 
Cost Estimate:  $33,800. 
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• Glitz Nail Boutique, LLC, 7720 South Lovers Lane Road, Suite 230, Manicure & Pedicure Salon, 
Tenant Alteration Cost Estimate:  $63,622. 

• Sprout Maternity Store, 4202 West Oakwood Park Court, Suite 130, Retail sales of Maternity 
Clothes & Gifts, Tenant Alteration Cost Estimate:  $25,000. 

 
Additional businesses approved via Zoning Compliance Permits and new to the City in 2012 include: 
 
More Than Rewards, Inc., 5008 & 5010 W. Ashland Way, Computer Software Development 
Professional Hearing & Audiology Clinics, Ltd., 8217 S. 27th Street, Office & Clinic for Audiologists 
7-Eleven, 7610 W. Rawson Avenue, Gas Station & Convenience Store 
American Republic Insurance Company, 10700 W. Venture Drive, Ste C (Upper), Insurance Agents 
Mad Science of Milwaukee, 5032 W. Ashland Way, Science Education Company 
Mibar Products, Ltd., 11307 W. Forest Home Avenue, Snowmobile, ATV and Lawnmower Accessories 
New Ram Express, LLC, 10700 W. Venture Dr., Ste A, Transportation Broker 
Poss Painting Contractors, 10700 W. Venture Dr., Ste E, Painting Contractor 
Valenti Classics, Inc., 9848 S. 57th Street, Classic/Antique/Collector Car Restoration Services/Sales 
WS Services, 10700 W. Venture Drive, Ste D, Lawn & Garden Services 
Balloonee Toonz, 2735A W. Rawson Avenue, Retail Sales of Balloons, Gifts, Party Supplies 
Jaco Environmental, Inc., 10061 S. 54th Street, Recycler of Household Appliances 
Snips Family Hair Care Co., 5060 W. Rawson Avenue, Hair Salon 
Sports Physical Therapy & Rehab Specialists, 9120 W. Loomis Road, Ste 200, Physical Therapy 
NTT Worldwide Telecommunications Corp., 4777 West Ironwood Drive, Date Center Services 
Empathium Design, LLC, 11217 W. Forest Home Avenue, Ste 5, Industrial Design Studio 
Alpha Geeks, 5030 W. Rawson Avenue, Computer Sales & Repair 

 
 
Zoning Enforcement 
Zoning enforcement actions/complaints filed with the Planning Department decreased slightly in 2012.  
36 requests were filed in 2012, 43 in 2011, 29 in 2010, 41 in 2009, and 51 in 2008.  It can be noted that 
since the 2007 recession, the average annual number of complaints have been about double what there 
were before the 2007 recession.  It is also important to note that a significant commitment of staff time 
is required in the research and resolution of most zoning enforcement actions. 
 
 

PLANNING ACTIVITIES 
 
In addition to the zoning, land division, and ordinance revision related responsibilities noted earlier in 
this report, the Planning Department is also charged with the duty of helping guide the City’s long-range 
planning activities.  While this duty is often associated with implementation of the recommendations 
contained within the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan, other similarly important tasks are often 
assigned to the Department by the City as noted below. 
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Comprehensive Master Plan 
 
Adopted on October 21, 2009, the City of Franklin 2025 Comprehensive Master Plan is a guide to direct 
future actions of the City as they may relate to planning, zoning, land division, and official mapping.  The 
Department received three applications for amendments to the City of Franklin 2025 Comprehensive 
Master Plan in 2012, with only one application going forward. 
 

Ordinance No. 2012-2090, to change the Future Land Use Map use designation for property 
located at the eastern corner of West Loomis Road and West St. Martins Road (STH 100), from 
Mixed Use to Commercial Use and to change the City of Franklin Crossroads Trade Area 
Regulating Plan to allow for such Commercial Use (approximately 29.48 acres) (David W. 
Behrens, Principal of GreenbergFarrow Architecture Inc., Applicant). 
 

In addition, the Planning Department provided assistance to the 27th Street Steering Committee in its 
efforts to further refine the streetscaping elements and costs set forth in the South 27th Street Corridor 
Streetscape Manual (which is an element of the South 27th Street Corridor Plan which in turn is an 
element of the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan).  These revisions were subsequently recommended 
for approval by the Community Development Authority, the Plan Commission, and the Forward Franklin 
Economic Development Commission, and approved by the Common Council in 2012. 
 
 

Economic Development Initiatives   
 
To maintain the City’s competitiveness in light of the current economic uncertainties within the nation, 
the state, and the region, the City has generally assigned a high priority to economic development 
related issues.  In this regard, during 2012 the Planning Department has : 
 

• Responded to a number of data requests from parties representing companies looking to build 
within or relocate to a southeastern Wisconsin community such as Franklin.  These data requests 
are often confidential and time sensitive, and are sometimes anonymous.  In many instances, these 
data requests require a significant amount of staff time and/or coordination with other agencies or 
city departments.  The Meijer development proposal started as just such a confidential, time 
sensitive, and anonymous data request. 

• Completed a comprehensive revision and update of the City’s Economic Resource Guide to ensure 
that it remains a useful tool for the City and a valuable source of information for existing and new 
businesses.  Completed a City of Franklin Amenities Map which displays those resources, services, 
businesses, etc. in the City which are often of importance to businesses within or considering 
location to the City. 

• Continued to provide information and data to the Community Development Authority and the 
Forward Franklin Economic Development Committee to assist with their efforts towards those 
initiatives assigned to them. 
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• Prepared a draft report on a proposed revision of the City’s natural resource protection standards 
partly in order to further streamline the city’s regulations and development review process as it 
pertains to natural resource identification, protection, and regulation.  The draft report was 
reviewed by the Forward Franklin Economic Development Committee, the Environmental 
Commission, and the Plan Commission during 2012. 

 
 
Franklin Complete Streets & Connectivity Committee (formerly Franklin Trails Committee) 
 
The Planning Department continued to staff the Franklin Complete Streets & Connectivity Committee 
throughout 2012.  this included the provision of assistance towards the development of a Complete 
Streets Policy for the City. 
 
 

Quarry Monitoring 
 
In response to inquiries and concerns expressed by a number of citizens, and the Plan Commission as 
well, the City undertook a number of actions in 2012 related to quarry monitoring. 
 
At its March 20, 2012, meeting the Common Council directed that the Mayor and staff execute an 
interim blast monitoring contract with the consulting firm of Aquifer Science and Technology (the firm 
which had undertaken similar monitoring of the quarry on behalf of the City previously from 2001 
through 2005).  The subject blast monitoring was initiated in June of 2012 and is overseen by the 
Planning Department. 
 
At its April 17, 2012, meeting, the Common Council directed that a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
quarry monitoring services for the City of Franklin be distributed.  A Staff Workgroup (with Planning 
Department representation) was created to review the responses to the RFP and to recommend 
selection of a consultant, which was accomplished in July of 2012.   
 
At its June 4, 2012, meeting, the Common Council created a Quarry Monitoring Committee, and 
assigned the Planning Department as staff to the Committee.  The Committee, which had its first 
meeting on September 13, 2012, is directed to undertake those actions reasonably necessary to assist 
the City in reviewing the monitoring of the operations and activities of the quarry operators and to 
provide comment and recommendations on such matters to the Common Council. 
 
 

  



Planning Department Annual Report: 2012 Page 13 

ANTICIPATED PROJECTS IN 2013 
 
Major projects envisioned for the Planning Department in 2013 include: 
 

• Continued work on the economic development related initiatives identified by the Mayor and the 
Common Council.  This will likely include: 

o Continued compilation and update of a comprehensive list of all businesses within the 
City. 

o Continued maintenance of the updated Business page, and economic development 
related tables, charts, and maps, on the City’s website. 

o Continued provision of assistance towards those other boards, commission, and staff 
working on their economic development related initiatives, such as: a formalized 
economic incentives program; a business retention and recruitment program; creation 
of additional economic development strategies; and preparation of additional marketing 
materials. 

• Continued staffing of and provision of assistance to the Franklin Complete Streets & Connectivity 
Committee. 

• Continued staffing of and provision of assistance to the Quarry Monitoring Committee, including: 
o Oversight of the interim quarry blast monitoring by Aquifer Science and Technology. 
o Further refinement of the long-term quarry monitoring proposal, with assistance from a 

number of interested parties.  It is envisioned that oversight of the long-term quarry 
monitoring will be conducted by the Planning Department and the Quarry Monitoring 
Committee. 

• Continued research/preparation of UDO Text Amendments to further improve and/or streamline 
the development review process within the City, possibly to include: clarification and simplification 
of the relationship between site plans and special uses; further natural resource mapping/standard 
revisions; and revision of accessory structure standards. 

• Periodic review of the various components of the Comprehensive Master Plan to ensure that they 
continue to reflect the directives and policies of the City of Franklin.  This may include review of the 
Crossroads Plan, the 27th Street Plan, and the Civic Center District. 

 
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT PROJECT TRACKING 
 
Attached is a table compiled by Planning Department staff of the types of projects which the 
Department reviews.  The figures documented for 2012 and for future years reflect the diversity of 
reviewing applications. 
 
It can be noted that a project submitted to the Department may often consist of a number of separate 
applications.  For example a single project could include a certified survey map, a Natural Resource 
Protection Plan, easements, a rezoning, and a Comprehensive Master Plan amendment.  The 
Department tracks all applications within a project separately. 


