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City of Franklin Community Center Ad Hoc Committee 
Meeting Minutes—September 9, 2008 

 
 

1) Call to Order:  5:00 PM.  
 
2) Roll Call:  Present—Aldermen Solomon; Ed Holpfer; Casper Green; Norm Hintz; 

Scott Thinnes; Randy Ritter [5:30], William Wucherer, Franklin Public School 
Superintendent Steve Patz, Brad Anderson and Don Dorsan [5:40].  Excused—
Alderman Skowronski.  Absent—None. 

 
3) Citizen Comment:  None 
 
4) Approval of Minutes from July 9, 2008:  Casper Green motioned and Ed Holpfer 

seconded to accept the minutes.  Motion passed. 
 
5) Old Business: 
 i) Review of Committee of the Whole Presentation on August 5, 2008   
 

Bill Wucherer gave a brief summary of his presentation to the Common Council 
wherein the Ad Hoc Committee progress was presented and at the bequest of the Ad 
Hoc Community Center Committee, a request for a community needs assessment 
was made and consideration of a partnership with the Franklin School District was 
suggested.  

 
 ii) Display of documents and surveys on the subject of a community assessment in 

the City of Franklin   
 
 Two surveys (a 2007 Franklin Cultural Arts Center website survey and a 2005 City 

Planning Department survey) were reviewed for insights into the need for a 
community center.  The specific information about a community center need was 
limited.  In addition the Committee members were concerned about the sampling 
methods and participation rate of the surveys. 

 
 The Committee also reviewed and discussed several historic documents (2002 

Impact Fee Study, 2002 Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan-Chapter 8 - 
“Community Recreation Center Building Needs Analysis” pp 41-65; 1992 
Comprehensive Master Plan-Chapter 11 –“Public Building Facilities Plan” pp1-6). 

 
Significant discussion ensued regarding the current (2008 dollars) cost of purchasing 
land and building a community center.  Likewise, the necessity of polling [a 
community needs assessment] the community members for their willingness to 
finance such purchases as well as providing the on-going personnel support to 
maintaining the facility was voiced.   
 
Committee members speculated that expanding City Hall may satisfy the need for a 
community center.  A construction plan could add meeting rooms and allow for 
addition expansion as programming needs were identified. 
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Superintendent Patz voiced an interest of a partnership with the City of Franklin 
officials in first purchasing land which may ultimately be used as a public school site.  
The location could initially be used for improved athletic fields and possibly the 
location of a community center. 
 
Committee member Don Dorsan suggested that a site with multiple facilities at one 
location may best meet the needs of the community.  The advantages of working with 
the Franklin Cultural Arts Center may leverage tax-deductible donations and enhance 
grant-writing application for construction and operations expenses.  Mr. Dorsan re-
iterated the FCAC willingness to participant and to fund (50% match) in a community 
needs assessment.    
 
At the next committee meeting, members agreed to review the benefits and concerns 
of creating partnerships with each other (FCAC, Public School District, and Municipal 
Government).  In addition Committee member Scott Thinnes volunteered to estimate 
the 2008 equivalent cost of purchasing land and constructing a community center 
using the historic documents noted earlier.   

 
 The meeting was adjourned before completing the entire agenda. 
 
6) New Business 
 i) Introduction of new Ad Hoc Committee member Don Dorsan. 
 

Don Dorsan was appointed by the Common Council to the Community Center Ad Hoc 
Committee at their August 19th meeting.  Don is a former City alderman and has been 
an active member of the Franklin Cultural Arts Center organization for several years. 

 
ii) Discussion of Recommendation by the Common Council regarding needs 

assessment. 
 
 Item deferred until the next committee meeting. 
 
iii) Discussion regarding Request-for-Proposal [RFP] process and subcommittee 

creation, as needed 
 
 Item deferred until the next committee meeting. 

 
7) Schedule Next Meeting:  October 14, 2008 
 
8) Adjournment:   Alderman Solomon motioned and Norm Hintz seconded to adjourn at 

6:40 PM; motion carried 


