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Minutes 
 

City of Franklin 
Comprehensive Master Plan Update 
Project Committee/Plan Commission 

October 16, 2008 
 

Approved 
November 13, 2008 

CALL TO ORDER I. Alderman Skowronski called the meeting of the Project Committee of 
October 16, 2008, to order at 7:00 pm in the Common Council Chambers of 
Franklin City Hall, 9229 West Loomis Road, Franklin, Wisconsin.   
 
Present were Alderman Skowronski, Commissioners Kosovich, Bennett, 
Haley, and Ritter.  Excused was Commissioner Hanneman.  Also present was 
Planning Manager Dietl.  Mayor Taylor arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 

MINUTES II.  
Regular Meeting of September 18, 2008 A. Commissioner Ritter moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded to approve 

the minutes of the regular meeting of the Project Committee of Thursday, 
September 18, 2008.  Upon voice vote, all voted 'aye'.  Motion carried. 
 

BUSINESS III.  
Consideration of additional information 
pertaining to the natural resource protection 
standards of the proposed Pre-Sanitary 
Sewer Land Use/Zoning, Land Division, and 
Public Services Policy, and the proposed 
Southwest Overlay District, for the 
southwestern portion of the City 
 

A. Planning Manager Dietl gave a brief summary of the additional natural 
resource feature protection and identification standards. He noted Unified 
Development Ordinance standards apply whenever there are conflicts with 
these new standards, that the Unified Development Ordinance standards are 
the most restrictive, then the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission Environmental Corridors, then the LINKAGES, and the 
Greenway Connections would be least restrictive. 
 
Planning Manager Dietl noted at least 6 or so communities have adopted and 
have zoning to protect the SEWRPC Environmental Corridors, another 6 or so 
have it in their adopted plans.  But Mr. Dietl was not aware of any 
communities that protect thru zoning isolated natural resource areas (although 
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission's new Sewer Service 
Area plans require protection of Primary Environmental Corridor, Secondary 
Environmental Corridor & Isolated Natural Resource Area from sewered 
development. 
 
The Project Committee concurred with that approach, and the flexibility in the 
LINKAGES and Greenway, but asked that: 
 
-a statement be added on pg. 3, #6, that when the standards expire the City 
will re-evaluate the need to keep some or all of these standards. 
 
-that the City Attorney or Assistant City Attorney's review these standards for 
clarity and legal defensibility. 
 
-that the statement regarding standards expiring be consistent with that similar 
statement in the Policy and Overlay District. 
 
-define "fallow field" (review United States Department of Agriculture 
information) to be sure that this means fallow for many years or permanently, 
not only fallow for a year or two, allow activities like the Conservation 
Reserve Program. 
 
-include paths, trails, etc as permitted uses in page 4, #2. 
 
-on page 5, #4, better explain/define "flexibility".  Give examples if 
necessary. 
 
-define "public sewer service", use appropriate regulatory definition. 
 
-define "upland portions of Environment Corridor". 
 
-add conservation easements as preferred method to protect Environmental 
Corridor in Attachment A, B and wherever else appropriate. 
 
-add "for the Southwest Portion of the City" to the title of Attachment A. 
 
-more clearly explain that Unified Development Ordinance standards are used 
if there are any conflicts in Attachment A, B and any where else. 
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  -add in Appendix A, B and where else appropriate that Common Council can 
decide on flexibility where appropriate and in the City's best interest. 
 
-make all text in Appendix B bigger. 
 

Consideration of a revised Timeline for 
preparation of the update of the City of 
Franklin Comprehensive Master Plan 
 

B. Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner Kosovich seconded a 
motion to approve the revised timeline to update the City of Franklin 
Comprehensive Master Plan.  Upon voice vote, all voted 'aye'.  Motion 
carried.  
 

Discuss status of, and next steps for, the 
citywide Comprehensive Master Plan Update  
 

C. Commissioner Bennett spoke regarding notifying Milwaukee County, Racine 
County, and Town of Raymond for input to the South County Line area.   
 
No action taken.  None needed. 
 

Public Input  
 

D. No one came forward.  No action needed.  None taken. 

Schedule Next Meeting 
 

E. Next meeting to be scheduled for Thursday, October 23, 2008. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

IV. Commissioner Ritter moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded the motion 
to adjourn the October 16, 2008, meeting of the Project Committee at 8:10 
pm.  Motion carried. 
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