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City of Franklin Economic Development Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
November 23, 2009 

 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Skowronski at 6:00 p.m. in the Building Inspection 
Conference Room of Franklin City Hall. 
 
Members present were Chairman Skowronski and Commissioners Burac-Englert, Haselow, Hintz, 
Kerr, Oleson and Michlig. Alderman Olson and Commissioners Karolewicz, Zawacki, Desai and Ohm 
were excused. Also present were Assistant City Attorney Brian C. Sajdak and City Administrator Mark 
Luberda. 

 
II. Citizen Comment Period 
 

Three individuals identified themselves as being present for (but not speaking on) agenda items: Dave 
Minor of Keller Architects (Franklin Automotive item); Mark Hansen of Staybridge Suites & the South 
Suburban Chamber of Commerce (Hotel/Motel Room Tax item) and Bruce Hubbard of Franklin 
Automotive (Franklin Automotive item). 
 
With no further citizens expressing a desire to speak, the citizen comment period was closed. 

 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

A. September 28, 2009 
 

Motion made (Haselow) and seconded (Burac-Englert) to approve the September 28, 2009 
meeting minutes as presented. Motion Carried: Ayes (7), Noes (0). 

 
IV. Business 
 

*B. Presentation by Tom Rave, Executive Director of Gateway to Milwaukee. 
 

* ITEM TAKEN OUT OF AGENDA ORDER 
 
Mr. Rave introduced himself and the Organization. It’s an organization of approximately 1800 
Businesses with the organization over multiple municipal boundaries and also a formal BID in 
the City of Milwaukee. Purpose is to present standard ordinances to 8 municipalities and 
Milwaukee County for adoption. Discussion followed among the members wherein questions 
were asked about the focus of the organization. Chairman Skowronski noted that membership 
was a small fee and that it did not bind the city to taking any further action. 
 
Motion Made (Kerr) and Seconded (Haselow) to recommend to the Common Council that the 
City join the Gateway to Milwaukee organization. Motion carried: Ayes (7), Noes (0).
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A. Consideration of proposal from Franklin Automotive 3012 W. Ryan Road related to new 

development on the site and possible incentives available 
 

Dave Minor from Keller Architects began with an introduction and discussed a list of 
possible incentives. Discussion among members followed concerning what options existed 
and the concern about setting a standard before having an official policy in place. Consensus 
was that the Commission was not ready to make a recommendation without having a formal 
policy in place first. No action taken. 
 

C. Discussion concerning possible Economic Development Incentives and Processes with 
possible recommendation to Council for action 

 
Mr. Luberda began by providing a handout and indicated that at some point outside input 
would be necessary. Discussion followed among members as to general issues with respect 
to the need for incentives. Mr. Luberda indicated that funding might exist for a consultant in 
the planning budget. 
 
Motion Made (Hintz) and Seconded (Kerr) to recommend to the Common Council that they 
earmark and carry over the 2009 budget balance of $10,000 for the possible retention of an 
outside consult pursuant to subsequent Common Council authorization of a proposed scope 
of services for such consultant. Motion Carried: Ayes (7); Noes (0). 
 
Discussion followed about possibly setting up a subcommittee to work on the scope of 
services. Consensus was that until actual incentive possibilities were addressed by the 
Commission. No action taken on this matter. 
 

D. Discussion relating to use of Property between Fire Station and Library and possible 
recommendation to Council 

 
Chairman Skowronski indicated that the council was moving forward with decisions related 
to the use of the property. Discussion among the members followed. 
 
Motion Made (Michlig) and Seconded (Haselow) to recommend to the common council that 
the space be investigated for commercial purposes. Following discussion among members as 
to whether “commercial purposes” was appropriate, the motion was withdrawn. 
 
Motion Made (Michlig) and Seconded (Burac-Englert) to recommend to the Common 
Council that the space should be investigated for use as a commercial coffee shop/co-work 
facility. Motion Carried: Ayes (6); Noes (1).  

 
*F. Discussion on the City’s Hotel/Motel Room Tax Policy 

 
* ITEM TAKEN OUT OF AGENDA ORDER 
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Chairman Skowronski provided background on the current room tax collections. Presently, 
100% goes to the general fund. Increasing substantially from 2007 to 2009. A representative 
from the Staybridge Hotel noted that there appeared to be little effort to use these funds to 
promote tourism and questioned where the tax goes. Discussion was held among the 
members concerning where the money goes and why. Assistant City Attorney Sajdak pointed 
out that the policy was set by ordinance and that a 1994 change in the Wisconsin Statutes 
dictates where the room tax monies need to be spent in the event of a change in the 
ordinance. Discussion followed concerning the nature of the change. City Administrator 
suggested that it might be possible to change the allocation in the budgeting process which 
would not be a change in the ordinance contemplated by the Statutes. No action taken.  

 
E. Update on the City Budget as it Relates to the EDC  

 
Chairman Skowronski indicated that the overall budget for economic development projects 
was cut in half. Mr Luberda further indicated that the funds had previously been part of the 
planning department’s budget, but that it was now specifically earmarked for economic 
development purposes. No action taken. 

 
G. Trail Committee Report 

 
Commissioner Michlig made a presentation on connecting 51st street with surrounding areas 
and the use of Safe Routes to Schools Grants. Assistant City Attorney Sajdak mentioned that 
the Trail Committee might consider the County Sheriff’s Policy that all students must be 
bused and its impact on the grants.  

 
H. Update on Comprehensive Plan (Chapter 4 on Economic Development) 

 
Chairman Skowronski provided a copy of Chapter 4 as approved by the Common Council 
and Plan Commission. Discussion was held about possible electronic versions being made 
available. No action taken. 

 
I. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair for next term. 

 
Nominations for Chair were requested by Assistant City Attorney Sajdak. Alderman 
Skowronski was the sole nomination. Nomination Passed: Ayes (7); Noes (0). 
 
Nominations for Vice Chair were requested by Assistant City Attorney Sajdak. 
Commissioner Haselow was the sole nomination. Nomination Passes: Ayes (7); Noes (0). 

 
V. Next Meeting Date 

 
Discussion was held concerning the meeting date for December. It was determined that the next 
Meeting would be December 21, 2009. 
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VI. Adjournment 

  
Motion made (Haselow) and seconded (Burac-Englert) to adjourn. Motion Carried: Ayes (7); Noes 
(0). 

 


