
 
CITY OF FRANKLIN 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
January 23, 2008 

 
CALL TO ORDER and ROLL 
CALL 
 

I. Chair Wilhelm called the regular meeting of the Environmental 
Commission to order at 7:09 p.m. in the Lower Level Conference 
Room, Franklin City Hall, 9229 West Loomis Road, Franklin, 
Wisconsin.  
Present were Alderman Skowronski, Commissioners Cannon, Kaczor, 
Vice-Chair Kowalski, and Chair Wilhelm. Commissioner Archer has 
resigned.  Alderman Pete Kosovich and Planner Orrin Sumwalt was 
also present. Commissioner Taylor joined the meeting at 7:14 p.m.  
Planner Sumwalt left the meeting at 7:50 p.m. and returned at 8:05 
p.m. 

CITIZEN COMMENT II. The comment period opened at 7:09 p.m. Two citizens identified 
themselves during the citizen comment period.  Jerry Fredrickson, 
member of the Sierra Club, residing at 8016 South 60th Street, 
Franklin, no comments. Sig Tomkalski, 210 W. Oak Leaf Drive, Unit 
2, Oak Creek, WI., no comments. The citizen comment period was 
closed at 7:12 p.m. 

MINUTES- 
December 19, 2007 
 

III. A. Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Cannon moved to 
table approval of the December 19, 2007 minutes so the Chair can 
review and make any corrections prior to the next meeting.   Upon 
voice vote all voted ‘aye’.  Motion carried. 5-0 

BUSINESS 
Natural Resource Special 
Exception for Ryan P. McAdams 
and Stephanie J. McAdams, for the 
purpose of erecting an aluminum 
fence for a length of 100 feet 
within the wetland setback area, 
and placement of 1,200 sq. ft. of 
sod, to be placed within the 50 ft. 
wetland setback at 8150 South 
River Lane (Tax Key Number 806-
0328-000). 

IV. A. Ryan P. McAdams, homeowner at 8150 South River Lane, and Craig 
North, William Ryan Homes, Production Manager, 175 N. Patrick 
Blvd., Suite 180, Brookfield, WI 53045 presented information to the 
Environmental Commission regarding the Natural Resource Special 
Exception request. 
Chair Wilhelm discussed site and wetland environmental issues. 
Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Taylor seconded to 
table this item until the commission receives a legal opinion from City 
Attorney regarding the property setbacks and returns to commission 
advice on how to act on it, to include what is considered homeowner 
vs. owner’s property. 
Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Taylor seconded to 
amend the original motion to include petitioner’s request for a 60-day 
extension on the application, extension to be presented to the Chair or 
City Clerk.  Upon voice vote all voted ‘aye’.  Motion carried. 6-0 

Conservancy District. Review and 
recommendations relative to land 
East of 112th Street between 
Oakwood Road and South County 
Line Road that may be placed into 
conservancy and a plan for the 
restoration of these lands as well as 
a plan for connecting these lands to 
the Franklin Park and to lands that 
reach into Racine County.  (Mayor 
Taylor) 

IV. B. Commissioner Kowalski reported to commission of meeting with 
Mayor Taylor and Chair Wilhelm regarding this site. Commissioner 
Kowalski, as coordinator for the Franklin Park Savanna State Natural 
Area, is working on organizing a meeting with tentative dates of 
February 20, 2008, 9-12 am or February 27, 2008 12-3 pm. at the 
Wehr Nature Center, which would be in place of next month’s 
Environmental Commission meeting and all Environmental 
Commissioners will be invited to attend, and is looking for input from 
Alderman Skowronski relating to the district and Waste Management 
with the landfill.  
 

APPROVED 
(04/23/08) 



 
Root River.  Review and 
recommendations concerning the 
possible clean-up of the Root River 
(within Franklin) so that it is 
capable of supporting activities 
such as fishing and boating. (Mayor 
Taylor). 

IV. C. Alderman Skowronski turned over potential grants to Chair Wilhelm. 
Staff will aim for fall cycle for grant application.  Commissioner 
Kowalski will look into joint partnership stakeholder meeting with 
Racine-Kenosha Land Trust, Caledonia conservancy for March 
meeting.   

Administrative rules, procedures, 
and order. 

IV. D. Commissioners Cannon and Kaczor to work on this item as a 
subcommittee and will present information at March meeting.  
Alderman Skowronski willing to assist.  

Monitoring of federal and state 
laws and policies regarding 
environmental issues. 

IV. E. No action taken. 

Review and recommendations of 
policies and procedures regarding 
City efforts to perform recycling 
and composting. 

IV. F. Chair Wilhelm reported the Council recommended working with City 
Administrator, Mark Luberda, putting information in the City 
newsletter and on the City website and Administrator Luberda will be 
providing commission with copy of the current three-year recycling 
contract and have approval to put things in the bin. 
Chair Wilhelm to contact Badger Recycling, and having Badger 
present information to the commission. 
Alderman Skowronski to contact Waste Management for information 
about recycling of electronics. 

Arbor Day tree purchase order IV. G. Chair Wilhelm reviewed the tree order with Washington County Land 
Conservation who will also be coordinating the clean-up. This event 
will be in conjunction with the Historical Society bird house sale 
event. Alderman Skowronski to talk to potential supporters/donors.  
May 3, 2008, tentative date for plantings/event. Some discussion on 
event day preparation/activities. 

Wisconsin Natural Resources 
Board proposed order to create 
Chapter NR 40 relating to the 
identification, classification and 
control of invasive species. 

IV. H. No action taken. 

Goals, Targets and Projects of the 
Commission - Updates as 
appropriate: 
i. Alternative storm water, 

wetland, woodland and 
mitigation measures. 

ii. Educational program to 
implement control of Purple 
loosestrife. 

iii. Review conservation 
subdivision maintenance 
options.  

iv. Assist public through 
education on Smart Growth. 

IV. I.  
 

No action taken. 
 

ADJOURNMENT V. Commissioner Cannon moved and Commissioner Taylor seconded to 
adjourn the Environmental Commission meeting at 8:51 p.m. Upon 
voice vote, all voted ‘aye.’ Motion carried.   

 


