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CITY OF FRANKLIN 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

April 23, 2008 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER and ROLL 
CALL 
 

I. Acting Chair Kowalski called the regular meeting of the 
Environmental Commission to order at 7:02 p.m. in the Lower Level 
Conference Room, Franklin City Hall, 9229 West Loomis Road, 
Franklin, Wisconsin.  
Present were Alderman Skowronski, Commissioners Cannon and 
Kaczor, Planner Orrin Sumwalt was also present. Ald. Kristen 
Wilhelm joined the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

CITIZEN COMMENT II. The comment period opened at 7:03 p.m. No citizens came forward 
and the citizen comment period was closed at 7:04 p.m. 

MINUTES- 
January 23, 2008 
 

III. A. Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Kaczor moved to 
approve the January 23, 2008 minutes. Upon voice vote all voted 
‘aye’.  Motion carried. 4-0. 

BUSINESS 
Natural Resource Special 
Exception for Ryan P. McAdams 
and Stephanie J. McAdams, for the 
purpose of erecting an aluminum 
fence for a length of 100 feet 
within the wetland setback area, 
and placement of 1,200 sq. ft. of 
sod, to be placed within the 50 ft. 
wetland setback at 8150 South 
River Lane (Tax Key Number 806-
0328-000). 

IV. A. Ald. Kristen Wilhelm and Planner Sumwalt had toured the McAdams 
site and Ald. Wilhelm spoke to the Commission regarding the present 
vegetation and expressed that the property meets the definition of a 
wetland. 
Ryan P. McAdams, homeowner at 8150 South River Lane, and Craig 
North, William Ryan Homes, Production Manager, 175 N. Patrick 
Blvd., Suite 180, Brookfield, WI 53045 spoke to the Environmental 
Commission about the McAdams property and neighborhood 
characteristics in relation to the natural resources in the area. 
Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Cannon seconded to 
approve the Natural Resource Features Special Exception for Ryan P. 
& Stephanie J. McAdams, for the purpose of erecting an aluminum 
fence for a length of 100 feet within the wetland setback area, and 
placement of 1,200 sq. feet of sod, to be placed within 50 feet of the 
wetland setback at 8250 South River Lane (Tax Key Number 806-
0328-000) with the condition that Alderman Wilhelm’s suggestion of 
plantings to enhance the wetland to along with the approval. 
Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Cannon seconded to 
amend motion to include the three staff suggestions from the Planning 
Department along with Alderman Wilhelm’s planting 
recommendations. Upon voice vote all voted ‘aye’. Motion carried. 4-
0. 

Conservancy District. Review and 
recommendations relative to land 
East of 112th Street between 
Oakwood Road and South County 
Line Road that may be placed into 
conservancy and a plan for the 
restoration of these lands as well as 
a plan for connecting these lands to 
the Franklin Park and to lands that 
reach into Racine County.  (Mayor 
Taylor) 

IV. B. This item is being held over for further study. All Commissioners will 
review Plan 176. No action taken. 
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Root River.  Review and 
recommendations concerning the 
possible clean-up of the Root River 
(within Franklin) so that it is 
capable of supporting activities 
such as fishing and boating. (Mayor 
Taylor).The Daily Reporter article 
“Recreation on the Root River 
under exploration” dated January 
23, 2008. 

IV. C. Commissioner Kaczor provided information regarding the Lake 
Michigan Shorelands Alliance is having a fall event, Great Lake 
Gatherings, and Mayor Taylor was invited to be part of its advisory 
team. The group wants to showcase the Root River Corridor idea, 
Franklin Park, and the Root River tributary. The Lake Michigan 
Shorelands Alliance is trying to showcase.to business and developers, 
etc. that preserving the local environment and helping with land trusts 
is important for the water quality of Lake Michigan.  One of the big 
headlines is the Root River clean up.  
Alderman Wilhelm reported that on Monday the Water Quality 
Partnership with MMSD is going to be putting out a new plan.  Water 
Quality Seminar – Clean Rivers, Clean Lakes will be talking about 
water shed permitting and will be having a 15-member executive 
committee made up of developers, etc. and those people will assign a 
chair person to six Watershed Action Teams, one of them being Root 
River, and then the group will make recommendations to the main 
executive committee.  Alderman Wilhelm believes it would be very 
important for Franklin to be involved and encouraged Commissioners 
to attend. 
No action taken. 

Administrative rules, procedures, 
and order. 

IV. D. No action taken. 
 

Monitoring of federal and state 
laws and policies regarding 
environmental issues. 

IV. E. No action taken. 

Review and recommendations of 
policies and procedures regarding 
City efforts to perform recycling 
and composting. 

IV. F. Commissioner Kaczor will look into more information on recycling. 
No action taken. 

Arbor Day update. IV. G. Arbor Day is May 3rd, 2008. Acting Chair Kowalski and 
Commissioners Cannon and Kaczor will represent the Environmental 
Commission on May 3rd.  No action taken. 

Goals, Targets and Projects of the 
Commission - Updates as 
appropriate: 
i. Alternative storm water, 

wetland, woodland and 
mitigation measures. 

ii. Educational program to 
implement control of Purple 
loosestrife. 

iii. Review conservation 
subdivision maintenance 
options.  

iv. Assist public through 
education on Smart Growth. 

IV. H.  
 

Commission discussion on Item iii-Review conservation subdivision 
maintenance options with Alderman Wilhelm. 
No action taken. 
 

ADJOURNMENT V. Alderman Skowronski moved and Commissioner Kaczor seconded to 
adjourn the Environmental Commission meeting at 8:31 p.m. Upon 
voice vote, all voted ‘aye.’ Motion carried.   
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