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APPROVAL 

 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION MEETING DATE 

06/16/2015 

REPORTS & 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Kayla’s Playground Status 06/16/2015 
 

ITEM NUMBER 

 

 
STATUS 
Since 06/02/2015 Common Council Meeting, design at Franklin Woods has progressed.  Current Design is 
attached. 
 
Play By Design has updated a playground plan.  Current plan rendering is attached. 
 
Johnson Nurseries are working on the landscape plan.  A recent plan is attached.  Input is appreciated for any 
modifications to the plant list.  The current list of plants includes the following:   

 American Filbert  
 Anise Hyssop  
 Butterfly Bush 
 Catalpa Tree 
 Dwarfbush Honeysuckle 
 Glossy Black 

Chokeberry  
 Ironwood  
 Jn Strain Musclewood  
 Kentucky Coffeetree  
 Lead Plant 

 Little Bluestem  
 Magnus Coneflower  
 Magnus Purple 

Coneflower  
 Prairie Smoke  
 Purple Prairie Clover  
 Red Feather Arrowhead 

Viburnum  
 Red Milkweed  
 Rudbeckia 
 Silky Dogwood  

 Sky Blue Easter  
 St. Johns Wort  
 Stiff Coreopsis  
 Sugar Maple  
 Tor. Spirea 
 White Pine  
 Wild Sienna  
 Yellow Coneflower 

 
Note that the landscaping list includes a Catalpa tree.  The existing Catalpa tree was inspected with a $300 
resistometer test and graphs verified that the tree has a 7”-11” thick donut of good wood surrounding a dead 
cone that extends approximately 20 feet up through the tree trunk.  Parks discussed the condition of the tree 
and decided to cut the tree down for safety issue.   
 
Restrooms have been bid. Expect Award to Huffcutt Concrete- Chippewafalls, WI for $188,625.00.  $150,300 
can be paid in June.  Drawing Details are attached. Unfortunately, the successful bidder indicated that he could 
not deliver and install the restroom prior to the Community Build date in September.  The Community Build 
will occur with portable toilets and the October 9 ribbon cutting will occur without the concrete, asphalt, and 
paver work being complete.  
 
Material bid documents are advertised.  We are visiting local hardware, lumber yards, and home improvement 
stores to solicit bidding.  Materials include a variety of items from plastic lumber to duct tape.  Bidders may 
bid one, multiple, or all items.  Bids will be opened June 25 and Common Council can award July 2. 
 
Site work is almost ready for advertising and bidding.   
 
Plan Commission approval is needed to allow 24/7 security at the site during the community build. 
 
Pre-Construction meetings were held on June 9th.  Play By Design met with Kayla’s Krew and City of 
Franklin representatives to discuss many aspects of the project including: Site Review, Tools, Materials, Build 
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Captain’s roles and responsibilities, Kayla’s Playground Design, MSOE Musical Bridge-Servant Leadership 
Group, Girl Scout Gold Award Project-Betsy Rilling, Volunteer, Food, Media,  
 
Outreach has been made to Vision Forward Association to include visual cues and braille on Kayla’s 
Playground.   
 
Volunteer Sign up for the Pre-Build and Community Build is currently underway.  A small listing of the 
Businesses and Groups who are committed to signing up to help: 

 Franklin High School 
Construction Class 

 MSOE Students and 
Leadership 

 UW-Milwaukee 
Students and 
Leadership 

 Girl Scouts of America 
 Northwestern Mutual 

 WE Energies 
 GE Healthcare 
 Baker Tilly  

 
Kayla’s Krew is open to the Common Council’s input on additional businesses who would be interested in 
getting involved with the volunteer build.  Currently they are seeking an individual to assist Kayla’s Krew in 
incorporating the history of Franklin into Kayla’s Playground.   
 
Upcoming Schedule 

 Late June  Advertise for Sitework 
 July 7  Council Award Misc Materials and Tools 
 July   Bid Sitework  
 August  DPW and Contractor to perform preliminary sitework 
 Sept 2-4 Pre-Build 
 Sept 22-27  Community Build 
 9/28 – 10-9 Final Site Work 
 10/09  Ribbon Cutting  

 
Current (06/12/15) budget estimate is as follows: 

$ 68,000 Water Service 
$ 23,000 Sewer Service 
$ 43,000 Drive/Parking Lot 
$ 52,000 Walkways 
$ 95,000 Patio and Stone Storage 
$   5,000 Erosion Sediment Control 
$  20,000 Landscaping 
$188,625 Restrooms (last $201,000) 
$    7,000 Electric Service 
$107,000 Playgrnd Eqpt Purch Direct 
$140,000 Playground materials 

$153,000 Playground Area 
$    2,000 Remove Exist Play Equipmnt 
$     3,000 Utility Charges 
$     3,000 Const. Related Expenses 
$     2,000 Sign 
$   55,000 GRAEF Design 
$   60,000 Staff Design 
$1,026,625 subtotal 
$   102,663 10% contingency 
$1,129,288 Total Budget Estimate 
(06/12/15) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Direct Staff to advertise for site work and poured in place play surface. 
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